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In looking at all the leaders the people of Israel have had over the years, Moses 
was the most successful man that God ever raised up. He had a shaky start and 
a long time of preparation, but once he assumed his role as the political and 
theological leader of Israel, he was able to maintain a steady course. The only 
thing that mars his record was his anger and disobedience in striking the Rock 
instead of speaking to it as instructed. Let’s examine his life from an emotional 
and a spiritual perspective. 

40 YEARS AS A SHEEPHERDER 
Moses went from being a powerful prince to a poor sheepherder wandering in the 
desert of Sinai. He lived with the priest of Midian, who worshipped the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The priest gave him one of his daughters as a wife 
and she bore him two sons. At the age of 80 years old with two thirds of his life 
behind him, Moses had lost all aspiration to become a great person and must 
have been resigned to the fact that he would die in the desert. He would be a 
forgotten man that made the mistake of slaying an Egyptian and trying to free the 
Israelites in his own strength. Exodus 2:16-22 
If we use the time reference found in 2 Peter 3:8, we find the following: 
 One hour with God is 41.67 human years 
 One minute with God is 8 months and 8 days for man 
 One second for God is 3 days and 22 hours for man 

According to God’s time, Moses spent a little less than an hour in Egypt to be 
trained as a national leader. 
He spent an equal amount of time in the desert to learn the terrain of the Sinai 
desert and also to learn patience and humbleness. 
Moses would be responsible to face Pharaoh without fear and force him to 
release the Hebrew population. Exodus 3:10-14 
He had to convince the Hebrew leadership to give up Egypt and move to a land 
they did not know. verses 15-16 
He would need faith to lead a people who had no faith and did not really love 
God. Exodus 5:15-21 
His marriage to Zipporah ended in divorce and his two sons went with their 
mother. He later married a black woman and alienated his brother and sister. 
Exodus 18:1-6; Numbers 12:1 



He faced a rebellion that threatened to unseat him as God’s ordained leader. 
Numbers 16:1-4 
The end result was that the people drove him to such anger that he took it out on 
Jesus and lost the joy of leading the people into the Promised Land.  
Numbers 20:1-13; 1 Corinthians 10:1-4 
Moses never backslid into idolatry; instead, he became a great theologian who 
gave Israel and the world the five books of Moses. Deuteronomy 18:9-13 
After serving God for 40 years, he graduated with honor and was given the 
privilege of coming back from Paradise and instructing Jesus prior to His death. 
Deuteronomy 34:10-12; Luke 9:28-31    
 
Remember, it’s not so important how you begin your life after salvation, but 

how you finish it! 
 

Do you have an ear to hear with? 
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